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The Impact of the Surrounding Environment on the Acceptance of Harmful
Practices Among Educated Women in Egypt

Dr. Rasha Ali Mohamed Ali Elsakka

Abstract

Harmful family practices against girls and women, such as circumcision and beating, are
one of the most dangerous factors against psychological, mental, and physical health.
Women's support of these practices is an even more dangerous factor. This study presents
an addition to the literature represented in showing the combined effect of the education
level and the surrounding environment on women's acceptance of harmful practices. The
main question in this study is: Does women's attainment of high levels of education
ensure that they are not affected by the misconceptions prevailing in the surrounding
environment? Cluster analysis and binary logistic regression were used on a sample of
17,858 women included in the EDHS for the year 2014. The results showed the utmost
importance of associating the place of residence with education when studying the impact
of education and its level on women's acceptance of harmful practices. The education of
women and their access to high levels of education do not prevent them from being
affected by the surrounding environment and the prevailing false beliefs. The impact of
the surrounding environment decreases only with the increase in the level of education.
The chance of accepting harmful practices greatly increases among those who were
subjected to violence in their families before getting married or who lived in an
environment where violence was practiced. This study provides strong evidence that high
levels of education do not guarantee that women will not be affected by erroneous rural
beliefs. Behavioral assessment and awareness raising in rural areas through schools is the
way to modify female attitudes in this regard.

Keywords

acceptance of harmful practices - surrounding environment - education - circumcision -
beating - Egypt
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